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Seafood eco-label is an emergent mechanism to encourage responsible fishing
practices, while too many eco-labels resulted in market confusion and
controversy. This study used purposive sampling, in-depth interviews with ten
Taiwan’s experts and online questionnaire with ten foreign experts to determine
global trend of seafood eco-labels and potential of Taiwan in implementing
certification programs. The results show that among the recent eco-labels,
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC). Friend of the Sea (FOS).KRAV . Naturland
and MEL Japan, MSC performs the best followed by Naturland. Results also
show that eco-labels bring positive effects to the environment, create product
differentiation and increase product values, while “greenwashing”, lack of
standard robustness and credibility are the main issues of development.
Taiwanese experts recommended in increasing people’s seafood consumption
quality and transparency of seafood supply chain. Foreign experts suggested
Taiwan to apply for national accredited eco-labels. As a solution, cooperation
among stakeholders plays key role for development. FAO’s Guidelines and
Global Sustainable Seafood Initiative (GSSI) benchmark are essential to foster
credibility of seafood eco-labels and Taiwan can take reference from Japan’s
implementation rather than the western countries.
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