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Variation in catch composition for precious coral in the regions under

different exploitation conditions
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Precious corals are of significance in culture and commercial values and have
been commercially exploited for many centuries. The management of precious
coral fishery in Taiwan was officially instituted in 2009, which includes catch and
effort control, and five designated fishing regions. However, the range of fishing
regions was amended in 2014 according to consideration of practical enforcement.
This study examine catch composition of precious corals from the new and
traditional fishing regions during 2014-20135. The results showed that proportion
of fishing efforts in new regions for B, C and D regions are increasing. Live
colony catch rates are higher in traditional regions for A, B and E regions while
higher in new regions for C and D regions. No significant difference is found for
monthly live colony occurrence rate between new and traditional regions. These
results might provide potential applications to fisheries management.
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